So far as I can ascertain, the only observations which have ever been recorded on the pterylography of the North American Galliuic are contained in the "System der Pterylographie" of Xitzsch: these relate to only five species and will be considered when I take up the genera to which they belong. So far as the general pterylosis of the group goes, his figures and descriptions do very well, but they are hardly detailed enough to answer the purposes of modern comparative work, while a few of his observations are probably mistakes due to using dried skins as the basis of his work. His preliminary observations on the uniformity of the Gallinine type of pterylosis are only true, as we shall see. (»f the Alecteropodes, and even among them the Phasianid.e show no little diversity.
The pterjdography of our G-alliua' is, however, remarkably uniform, and the generic differences in the fundamental plan are, as a rule, of slight importance. The whole head is uniformly feathered, except for apteria near the eyes and ears. The upper cervical tract is of medium width, but the feathers become larger and fewer as we pass backward, until between the shoulders this tendency reaches its maximum, and here the tract m'ay become more or less forked and often slightly separated from the dorsal tract. The latter is broadest just at the end of the shoulder blades, and from there gradually narrows to the oil gland. 
